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1. My name is Sheena Brake, I live outside of Bozeman. Qur far®il% d = &“QL
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a ranch in Rosebud County, where I was raised. We raised horses

there for ranch use. I have a mare I raised a couple of nice colts out of|
but a couple of years ago, I realized there was bad things coming for
the horse market due to pressures from animal rights groups, coupled

- with myself being in college, and decided to quit raising colts.

2. I decided to turn this mare into a riding horse. I use my horses for
ranch work, trail riding, worked as a dude wrangler for cattle drives

for several years, and at the time was playing polo for MSU.

3. I'paid $700 to have this mare professionally trained. The same week I
got her back from the trainer, I found out I was going to have a baby. I
soon realized I would not be able to safely ride a green broke horse,
and could not continue to buy hay and pay pasture rent to the tune of
$200 per month while going to college or have time to ride the horse

after I had the baby and continue college, work, and raise a baby.

4. I felt that an auction sale was out of the question for this mare. She

et

had a great build, great disposition and great potentia]% I couldn’t trust

that she wouldn’t be sold as a canner;-and-it feared that if she was, 2,11 PR

since the U.S. processing facilities were shut down, she would be
shipped to Mexico or Canada, where I didn’t feel she would be

humanely treated. If such was the fate for her here in Montana, I

would have been fine with that. Livesteeledssisrestock. That doesn’t swot | o4

St i —Stopimesfromicaringrabotitheranrd-taking eare-¢fher, but there is a

point where you have to understand they have to be put to another use.




5. In a normal market, without the pressures put on by animal rights
people, I would have had no trouble selling her as a riding horse, but
people are scared to buy horses right now. I offered to donate her to
the equine program at MSU, but was told they were full. I persisted in
trying to find a buyer for her. I finally sold her a year later, for $600.
That is after spending $2400.00 on hay and pasture rent and $700 for
training. So I spent over $3000 (not counting vaccine/vet costs) for a
horse I was paid $600 for due to loss of market from animal rights
activist pressure. I really could have used that money for school and

for raising my baby.

6. Iam sickened by the non-ending stories of horses abandoned and

neglected across the U.S. due to this growing problem. Altheugh-1
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7. My son Kayden, who just turned a yéar old, already loves riding

horses. I hope this will continue to be an option for him as he gets

older.

8. Iam glad I live in Montana where people have common sense and

understand the agriculture industry. I urge you to support this bill.
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